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Royal Automobile Club announces Motoring Book of 
the Year Award 

 
Today the Royal Automobile Club announces two brand new initiatives to raise the profile of motoring book 
publishing: the Royal Automobile Club Book of the Year Award and Motoring Literary Festival. 

The Motoring Literary Festival will take place at the Royal Automobile Club’s historic Pall Mall clubhouse in 
central London – the birthplace of motoring enthusiasm in Britain – on the evening of Wednesday 29 October 
2014. 

The Motoring Book of the Year will be the climax of the evening, in front of Club members, invited guests, 
and a host of well-known automotive authors and publishing figures. 

The event is one of several staged as part of the Club’s ‘London Motor Week’, which includes the free-to-
attend Regent Street Motor Show and the Bonhams London to Brighton Veteran Car Run. 

‘The Royal Automobile Club is passionate about motoring history and the written word,’ said Ben Cussons, 
Chairman of the Club’s Motoring Committee. 

‘Our Library in Pall Mall contains one of the finest collections of motoring and motor racing books in the 
world. Our members value it enormously, and we intend to keep adding to it – even though the death of the 
printed book is frequently predicted.’ 

At the inaugural event, the Club will host a lively debate on the future for motoring book publishing and 
printed books in the digital era, with invited panellists including publishers and book retailing experts. Among 
the experts will be Tom Tivnan of The Bookseller, Mark Hughes of Evro Publishing, Philip Porter of Porter 
Press International and Rod Grainger of Veloce Publishing. 

Another feature will be the chance for guests to ‘Meet a Car Book Legend’, and prolific author Graham 
Robson – who is believed to have written more car-related books in the English language than any other single 
author – will be talking about his work and taking questions from the audience. 

The evening culminates in the announcement of the Royal Automobile Club’s 2014 Motoring Book of the 
Year. The judging process will include recommendations from Britain’s most experienced car book reviewers, 
including Mick Walsh of Classic & Sports Car, Gordon Cruickshank of Motor Sport, Keith Adams of Classic 
Car Weekly, Henry Willis of Auto Express, Henry Hope-Frost of Autosport and freelance writer and reviewer 
Richard Heseltine. The Club’s Motoring Committee, and its librarian, Trevor Dunmore, will be closely 
involved in the final decision. The award will be commemorated by a unique trophy presented to the winning 
author, along with the use of a specially created logo to promote the work. 

‘We intend this unique award to be an important new accolade in motoring publishing,’ said Ben Cussons. ‘As 
the digital era reshapes traditional publishing, we continue to believe in the power of the written word and the 



  

 

importance – and appeal – of the published book. The Royal Automobile Club Motoring Book of the Year is a 
significant new ‘badge of honour’ for authors and publishers dedicated to excellence in the field, no matter 
what type of motoring subject matter is tackled.’ 

 

Notes to Editors: 

The Royal Automobile Club:  
The Royal Automobile Club was founded in 1897 and its distinguished history mirrors that of 
motoring itself. In 1907, the Club was awarded its Royal title by King Edward VII, sealing the Club’s 
status as Britain’s oldest and most influential motoring organisation. 
  
The Club’s early years were focused on promoting the motor car and its place in society, which 
developed into motoring events such as the 1000 Mile Trial, first held in 1900. In 1905, the Club held 
the first Tourist Trophy, which remains the oldest continuously competed for motor sports event. The 
Club promoted the first pre-war and post-war Grands Prix at Brooklands in 1926 and Silverstone in 
1948 respectively, whilst continuing to campaign for the rights of the motorist, including introducing 
the first driving licences. 
  
Today, the Club continues to develop and support automobilism through representation on the Motor 
Sport Association (MSA), Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA) and RAC Foundation, 
while continuing to promote its own motoring events, such as the free-to-attend Regent Street Motor 
Show and the Bonhams London to Brighton Veteran Car Run held on Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd 
November 2014. 
  
The Royal Automobile Club also awards a series of historic trophies and medals celebrating motoring 
achievements. These include the Segrave Trophy, the Tourist Trophy, the Simms Medal, the Dewar 
Trophy and the Torrens Trophy. 
  

www.royalautomobileclub.co.uk/motoring 
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